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talked of, everyone had spoken on her behalf; for,
since there must be a mistress, they were better
content to have her than others of whom they
feared worse. They had more for which to reproach
her in the huge expenditure on unimportant things,
and the consequent disturbance to finance. Every-
thing else stood in her favour. She protected the
arts and on the whole did good service and not
bad."

The public criticized her extravagance, the
sumptuary expenses that were always piling up,
the luxury with which she surrounded herself, and
the importance of her house; papers and hand-
bills spread often wrongful rumors and fostered
a hostility of which none could fail to be aware.
In 1750, it was pointed out, she had paid three
hundred thousand pounds for the domain of
Sevres, a domain which brought in an annual
income of thirty-six thousand pounds, and added
to her huge estates. Many other examples were
quoted, and everyone was indignant to see so much
extravagance at a time when the state of the
kingdom's finances called for unpopular imposts
and taxes.

When Mme de Pompadour was declared court
lady to the queen on 8th June 1756, Versailles and
Paris could not hide their astonishment. It seemed
a singularly audacious step to offer Marie Lec2inska
the services of her husband's mistress; and only
a generous and submissive wife could have accepted
such a mortification.

A little later there was the surprising news of